MYSTERY OVER
TIGER AIR RAID

Air Force says LTTE plane was tracked
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from Mannar to Colombo

By JAmiLA NAJMUDDIN AND SENAKA DE SILVA

Theories and more theories emerged yesterday
as to how the LTTE aircraft which bombed Man-
nar and then the Kelanitissa power plant, man-
aged to evade being shot down by the Air Force
despite flying such a distance. .

However the Air Force, while admitting the Ti-
ger aircraft had managed to escape, ruled out at
least one assumption that the Tiger aircraft in-
volved in the raid in Mannar went undetected un-
til it reached Colombo to take out its target.

Defence sources said that two aircraft had tak-

en off from Iranamadu and
headed towards Mannar
and Colombo. The Army’s
57th Division which oper-

repaired”: Min.

BY YoHAN PERERA

ment from where
power is supplied to 4
Colombo,

Damage caused to

the roof of a sec-
tion of the Kelani-
tissa power plant,

in the region,

]

++10.28-10.32. pm,
LTTE aircraft @

4Zlinz 143

thla Kébturi'ayé’ké Airport and
olombo port air dafenc: }
are activated s i

@) Tiger plane heads

BY PRADEEP JAYAKODY © bm GraphicsDesk

ates along the front lines- py the hombs drop-"
had detected the two air- ped by a Tiger air-
craft on its radars and in- - craft at the power -
formed Colombo. station on Tuesday
The Air Force had then night. (Pic by Kith-
deployed F-7, MI- 24 and siri De Mel)
PT6 aircrafts to bring down ;
the Tiger plane. ekt 10.10 - 10.15 p.m. -
According to Air .ﬁaﬁaaéié’rﬁ.iﬁdi'ﬁ'iﬁ';;"f#%”9 B | Two LTTE aircraft takeoff " Poaneryn
spokesman Win aircraft. e » from the Iranamadu runway g
Commander  Janak One LTTE Tal"ad‘ Atack S Kelanitissa attack Talladi
Nanayakkara a light St heads b ] 1 OterlTe
ey | F ol B
Turbines will be [N PR R, Colono
ence systems activated

drops 3 by
ontg the l\:znzsar : ;Ordthe Colombo Port
Twao turbines of the Kelani- Army HQ cganzlgd;:% b
tissa power station were an? enters the . Path of Talladi -
damaged in the LTTE air at- Fighter jets and mainiand through aftacksd
tack O?I Wednesday night groung troops 1130 pim, i ther - {114 L o
Y attacl : ¥
Power and Energy Minister . Iranamacu Wegiouards oo il = |+ -
John Seneviratne said yester- funway vKafugayake air gelanitissa i i
; p : ase ower station .. Pathof
day adding that it would take UTE aicrat @) andfly backto | " Kelanitissa
atleast six months to restore e 2 the Wanni using | attacked
them. The Minister told jour- land the same path | aircraftt ,
nalists yesterday that the @) LTTE pilots =
LTTE attempt to cut the power 'l;::aded Ln g 'fm at o} ‘Path of
supply to Colombo city had L rady the security forces | SLAF fighter
failed _?hﬂac‘? the runway. - Jets
" , Tt .
“Itis obvious that they tar- Landed in Changgse it
geted the Kelanitissa Station Mullativy ~ recton and
as itis the main establish- - Mullaitivu, -

spending at least @
half an hour in - \\\

the air. Y
Colombo® (8)

Power station 8




